Lavenham Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S] 2015/234)

(@)

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (g}

The audit of accounts for Lavenham Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is availabte for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Lavenham Parish Council on
application to:

ANODEL) SHITH
PACISH Cleplr v EFO

PAT ISH OFFiIle

CHUUCH =1 [ARNBAT] COI0 a& T
Q4N do SN TION DAY T0
FIJAY (9 ACPOINT FEA]

Copies will be > provided to any local government elector of the area on
paymentof £ _(c)for each copy of the Annual Governance &
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This notice and Sections 1, 2& 3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This must include
publi ofithe 20
authority’s website. The smaller
authority must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
externat auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

{a) insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
tocat government electors shoutd
appiyto insgect the AGAR

{b) insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

{c} Insernt aseascnable sum for
COPYIng Costs

{d) insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

{e) insert the date of placing of the
notice
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

L AVEN AT

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal conirol, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statemenis. We contfinm, fo the besi of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statemenis for the year ended 31 March 2625, that:

1. We have put in place arrangemenis for effeciive Bnancial
managewment during the year, and for the preparaiion of
the accouniing siztemenis.

auhority:

pzepazadﬂsmﬂixgst‘ s in
with the Accowrds and A:xi% Reguiations.

75

2. We maintained an adeguaie system of inlemal control

including measures designed {0 prevent and delect freed

made propsy arangements and accepied responsibilily
far safeguarding @ie public money and resources in

Praciices that eould have a signfiicant financial effect
on the abifily of this aufharily 1o conduct s
business or manags s finances,

and corruption and reviewed §s effectiveness. s charge.
3. We ook afl reascnable steps o assure surseives hes orly done what ¥ kas the Joga!t power Io do and has
that there are no matfess of actual or pofensial complied wiffi Proper Practices in doing so.

. We provided proper epporiusity dusing the year for
the exercise of slecins’ fights in accordance with fhe
requirements of the Accowtls and Audi Regulafions.

dwing&:e;ea—gateaﬂpermmwedmewiiym
fnspect and ask guestons about His aulhoily's accournis.

We carried out an assessment of the risks fading this
autheority and took appropriate steps o manage thase
risks, including the infroduchion of intemal controls andior
extemal insurance cover where reguired.

consiveved and donenenied the francial and other risks it
aces and dealt with Hem properly.

8. We maintained throughout the year an adequale and
effeciive sysiem of infemal audit of fhe accouniing
records and control sysiems.

aranged for a2 competend person, independent of the financial
comrcls and procedares, fo give an chisciive view on whelher
intemal condrols meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropsiate action on ol mafiers raisegd
in reports from intemnal and exfemal audit.

tesporrded ko maliecs brought fo #s alfention by infernal and
external audit.

8. We considesed whether any Bigation, SabfiSes or
commilments, events or fransachons, cocurting effier
during or after the year-end, have a fnancial impacs on
this authorify axid, where approprisie, have included them
in the accounting stalements.

. (For local councils only} Trust funds inchuding
charitable. In our capacily as the sole managing
frustee we discharged our accountabiiity
responsibififies for the fund{syassels, nduding
financial reporting and, if requited, independent
examination of audit.

()

mmsmmmsmmy

end ¥ refevant.

corporate, if is a2 sole managing frusiee of a local
S Irust or frusis.
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Governance Statement.

This Annuat Govemnance Statemesnd wes approved at 2
meeting of the authorify on:

osfoeles
and recorded as minule reference

¢ (1) 6

| Clerk

response and describe
pushBished with the Annual
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

[AVvEN AT

Year ending Notes and guidance
31 March i 31 March Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
2024 | 2025 | boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must
! 2 ‘ = 5' agree to underlying financial records.
1. Balances brought - { 3 Total balarices and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward {Cg{,{ C’g@i ggﬂ‘ “F() " es recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
! : " | Box 7 of previowus year.
2. {+} Precept or Rates and . . | .~ | Toiz! amount of precept {or for IDBs raes and levies)
Levies “O 1SOR %i"% U | received or receivable in the year Exclude any grants
3. {+} Total other receipts ~ - i " a2 Toial income or receipls as recorted iy the cashbook less
“‘(g —7\‘357 %Q‘ gQJ the precept or rates/levies recaived (line 2). Include any

| graris received.

| Total expenditurc or paymenis made io and on behalf
i & LI ’ L of ?
5{45%7()3 ELEE‘O}"\ g | of aff employees. Inchide gross safaries and wages,

4. (-} Staff costs

%mmye:sfﬁmmm,ammspension
| conlributions, graluiiies antd severance payments.

5. {-} Loan interest/capital o i . ' , Total expenditure or payments of capital and inferest
repaymenis 7520 | ThSAC | made duing the year on the authority's borrowings (i any).

Total expenditure or payinents as recorded in the cash-

6. {-} Al other payments i (P
”\ 5 i ﬁ-;’f;(,éifg | Book fess staff cosis (line 4} and foan inferesi/capital

repayments (line 5).
|7. {=) Balances carried P, Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 12X 0] QB NDE | equal (15253 - pas5+5),

Y

8. Total value of cashand | _ R e | The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short terminvesiments | % 4 ﬂ(fé - ’ﬂ} C 5] | hotdings and shart term investments held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconcifiation.

9. Total fixed assefs plus P The value of alf ihe properiy the authorily owns — it is made
long term invesiments ;6.65514@55‘9‘/;%‘{}76}fwofaliitsﬁxedassetsandlongtaminves&nentsasat

and asseifs | 31 March.
10. Total borrowings A g rr . ;kaeoutsiamingcapﬂalbalameasatﬁMamhoiallloans
7&:54«‘129%{7,063 | from third parties (including PWLE).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure noie re Trust funds The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and

(including charitable) i is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.
11b. Disclosuze note re- Trust funds : % %mmmmmﬁgmabove
{including chasiiable} | | | exclude any Trsst ransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounfing | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Staiements in this Annual Govemnance and Accounisbiity | approved by this authority on this date:

Retum have hsen prepared en either a recaipis and paymenis | —.
or income and expendiure basis following the guidance in | o5 | 06}90;’3
Pfadmmgs mmmmmmm asrmé PR —

the financial position of this authority. .
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being. | G (‘) Q6
presented fo the authorily for i
/{(}3’}’”7 ‘ | Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

05l0e(2c35

Date
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of Lavenham Parish Council - SF0238

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit camried out in accordance with
intemational Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAC Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02} as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsibie for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

- summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return {AGARY), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the autharity:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature , ¥/ H A gy Date 12/08/2025
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