
Lavenham Neighbourhood Plan Revision – selecƟon of advisors for EGM 
 
Neighbourhood plans 
 
A neighbourhood plan puts in place planning policy for a neighbourhood area to guide future 
development. A neighbourhood plan is about the use and development of land and may 
contain a vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for improving the area or providing new 
faciliƟes, or allocaƟon of key sites for specific kinds of development. It may deal with a wide 
range of social, economic and environmental issues (such as housing, employment, design, 
heritage and transport) or it may focus on one or two issues only.  
 
If successful at referendum, a neighbourhood plan will become part of the statutory 
development plan for the Babergh district. 
 
A neighbourhood plan must meet certain specified basic condiƟons. These ensure plans 
contribute to the achievement of sustainable development, have regard to naƟonal policy and 
guidance and are in general conformity with adopted strategic local planning policies, and for 
the Ɵme being, certain EU regulaƟons. 
 
Neighbourhood plans are subject to an independent examinaƟon and any necessary 
modificaƟons are then made to ensure they meet legal requirements. 
 
The process requires a robust programme of community engagement and a proporƟonate 
evidence base should help to make sure that a neighbourhood plan is based on a proper 
understanding of the area and of the views, aspiraƟons, wants and needs of local people. 
To ensure that it is easily digesƟble by residents and potenƟal developers it should be wriƩen 
in plain English, avoid jargon and follow a logical process. 
 
Central governments direcƟve announced in the summer of 2024 to build 1.5 million new 
homes underscores the need for Neighbourhood Plans.  
 
SelecƟon of advisors 
 
As a first step the steering group reviewed the work of the those advising on NP2 and then 
made contact with them as under; - 
 
Design Guide.  Apart from minor ediƟng to avoid confusion with the NP2, this report will 
remain as a core reference document to the revision and ongoing conversaƟons.  This 
consultant will be retained. 
 
Landscape character and sensiƟvity assessment.  This will also only require minor amendment 
aimed at avoiding confusion and the=is consultant will be retained.   
Census data consultant for NP2 will also be retained.  
 
With regard to the appointment of a planning professional we consulted with BMSDC 
members and officers and they provided valuable input as to the scope, competence and 
experience of potenƟal consultancies. - 



Consultants A & B these two firms oŌen work jointly on NPs and between them have 
undertaken 14 NPs, including 1 review, in BMSDC. 
 
Consultancy C, made direct contact with the parish council and has not been involved in any 
NP work in the district for at least 10 years. 
 
Consultancy D has undertaken 32 NPs, including 3 reviews in BMSDC. 
 
The Advisor to NP1 and NP2, was contacted but did not revert. This Advisor may have 
withdrawn from the sector as apart from her work with Lavenham and another NP in the 
district, the consultant has not undertaken any further work in BMSDC.  
 
Consultancy D was selected, due to its extensive experience and capabiliƟes. 
 

Advisor 
 

Relevant experience within BMSDC Fee day rate 

A & B  Undertaken 14 NP, including 1 review. 
InformaƟon of work in progress 
unavailable. 

£380 - £450. 

C None current. First 25 days nil 
cost. 
ThereaŌer £250, 
max £10,000. 

D Undertaken 32 NP, completed, 
including 3 reviews. A further 4 at Pre-
submission stage and another 4 at 
ExaminaƟon stage. 
 

£490. 

 
LNP Group Submission: 16th June 2025 
 
 
Legal Background: 
 
The Standing Financial RegulaƟons Paragraph 11.1 h) says: 
 
‘When it is to enter into a contract of less than £30,000.00 in value for the supply of goods or 
materials or for the execuƟon of works or specialist services other than such goods, materials, 
works or specialist services as are excepted as set out in paragraph (a) the RFO shall obtain 3 
quotaƟons (priced descripƟons of the proposed supply) where the value is below £3,000.00 
and above £1,000.00 the RFO shall strive to obtain 3 esƟmates. 
 
MoƟon: 
 
Having considered the three quotes detailed above Council approves the appointment of 
Advisor D with the total spend on Professional Fees not to exceed the £8,000 approved in the 
Interim Budget approved at the June 5th MeeƟng of Council. 



 

 


